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At a Feb. 12 speech to the American Bar Association in New Orleans, La., Secretary of State George
Shultz said the contras' struggle against the Sandinista regime in Nicaragua cannot succeed without
US support. He added, "it would be immoral to abandon them." According to Shultz, "Nowhere
in the world are the stakes higher than...in our hemisphere in Central America." He said the US
cannot afford "weakness and vacillation at this critical moment." To do so "may be costly later on in
lives and in every other sense." The Secretary declared that "no one knows how change will come
in Nicaragua, or what kind of victory it may require. But this much is certain: Nicaragua will change.
The tyranny there is out of step with the aspirations of the Nicaraguan people and the realities of
this hemisphere." He said the Sandinistas are "bent on a course that poses a threat to our security."
Stating that the US must meet the Sandinista threat before it develops further, Shultz referred to
the abortive Soviet effort in 1962 to install nuclear missiles in Cuba. He argued that the US should
not deceive itself into believing "they will not try it again." According to Shultz, "The prospect of a
second communist base in our hemisphere will certainly persuade the Soviet Union to go further,
confident in their own view that we do not have the will and capacity to defend our friends, our
allies, and our interests around the world... "By supporting those Nicaraguans who now are fighting
for their liberty, we may avoid direct military involvement by the United States in the future...They
need our support they cannot succeed without it just as the Nicaraguan communists cannot become
entrenched and remain without the support of the Soviet Union and Cuba." [Editorial note: Soviet
actions in 1962 to place missiles in Cuba was a response to the Kennedy administration's military
support and training of thousands of Cuban exiles. After the colossal failure of the 1961 Bay of Pigs
invasion, Washington committed itself to a much larger effort to overthrow the Cuban government
via bankrolling exiles and their supporters who were being trained at ill-concealed bases throughout
Central America. The Soviets effectively used the Cuban appeal for help in forestalling another
invasion to their own ends. The treaty which emerged from the 1962 crisis consists of a mutual
agreement by the USSR and the US to refrain from deploying missiles in close proximity to each
other's national territory, in addition to a commitment by Washington to close down the Cuba
invasion program. Havana was not a party to the treaty, nor significantly involved in negotiations.
By 1963, the US had removed its missiles from Turkey (located at the USSR's eastern border).]
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